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9. (Currently Amended) A slot machine comprising: 

a plurality of reds, each of the reels comprising a reel strip bearing a plurality of discrete 
symbol positions and a continuous graphical element extending between adjacent ones of the 
discrete symbol positions such that the discrete symbol positions ore thematically unified by the 
graphical element, each of the reel strips also bearing a discrete symbol in at least one of said 
discrete symbol positions; and 

a processor programmed to award a base game payout responsive to an alignment of a 
plurality of different discrete symbols associated with a winning combination along a selected 
payline A 

wherein at least one of said reels compr ises a video reel and wherein said processor is 
programmed to. for sai d at least one of said reels, move a selected one of said discrete symbols 
relative to said continuo us graphical element during a bonus game, an award being related to a 
degree of said movement and independent of any pavline . 

16. (Cancelled). 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a slot game on a slot machine controlled 
by a processor, comprising: 

receiving a wager from a player; and 

rotating a plurality of reels, at least one of the reels comprising a video reel, each of the 
reels comprising a reel strip bearing a plurality of different discrete symbols and a 
continuous graphical element extending between adjacent ones of the discrete 
symbols such that the discrete symbols are thematically unified by the graphical 
element; 

stopping the reels to place a portion of each reel in visual association with a display area; 

UiiU 

providing a payout responsive to an alignment of a winning combination of discrete 

symbols along a payline in said display area; 
moving a selected one of said discrete symbols relative to said continuous grap hical 

element: and 
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providing an award related to a degree of said movement and being indep e ndent of anv 
payline . 

25. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a slot game on a slot machine controlled 
by a processor, comprising: 

receiving a wager from a player, 

rotating a video reel, the video reel bearing a plurality of discrete symbol positions and a 
continuous graphical element extending between adjacent ones of the discrete 
symbol positions such that the discrete symbol positions are thematically unified 
by the graphical element; 

moving a discrete symbol between the adjacent ones of the discrete symbol positions as 
the video reel is rotated; and 

determining a payout based on ftp & degree of movement of the discrete symbol between 
the adjacent ones of the discrete symbol positions as the video reel is rotated , said 
act of determining being independent of any selected pay line . 



PAGE 7123 * RCVO AT 4/25/2007 10:39:29 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/19 • DNIS:273830Q * CSID:3124253909 2 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-28 



